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Curbside Composting comes to Salem, Spring 2014
SALEM, MA –Mayor Kimberley Driscoll announced that the City of Salem has received two 
separate Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) grants to begin 
implementing a pilot curbside composting program next Spring. The first, a $30,000 grant, will 
enable up to 1,500 Salem households to receive a free 12 gallon wheeled cart with hinged 
locking lid, along with a small kitchen container to collect daily food scraps. These curbside carts 
will be emptied weekly. The City has also received a Technical Assistance grant to assist with the 
implementation of this program.

Organic waste-food scraps-can make up as much as ¼ of tonnage sent to disposal facilities, 
based on a recent DEP study. More importantly, organics are a great resource that can be 
composted into new soil for use in many projects, from highway construction to gardening. 
Organics are also now being converted into biogas, a renewable energy source.

“Salem has been on the forefront of many exciting green initiatives,” said Mayor Driscoll. “We 
are delighted to work towards a curbside composting program as our next challenge. We have 
already identified over 250 interested households through a short survey on GreenSalem.com.”

The City plans to initiate this program in the Spring of 2014, with an education campaign 
beginning in early 2014. This program would provide an alternative to home composting, which 
can be cumbersome in smaller yards.  In the long term this initiative may save the City tax 
dollars in trash disposal costs. If you are interested in participating in the pilot program please 
full out a short survey at GreenSalem.com (hardcopies are available at 120 Washington Street or 
at City Hall.  If you are interested in volunteering in support of this effort, or have any questions, 
please contact Julie Rose at jrose@salem.com, 978-619-5679.
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